
If you would like help to understand this document, or would like it in 
another format or language, please call Paul James, Democratic Services 
Officer on 01432 260460 or e-mail pjames@herefordshire.gov.uk in 
advance of the meeting. 

 

 

 
 
AGENDA 
 
Standing Advisory Council for 
Religious Education (SACRE) 
 

 

Date: Monday 21 November 2011 

Time: 2.00 pm 

Place: The Council Chamber, Brockington, 35 Hafod Road, 
Hereford 

Notes: Please note the time, date and venue of the meeting. 

For any further information please contact: 

Paul James, Democratic Services Officer 
Tel: 01432 260460 
Email: pjames@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 
 

 
 



 

 

What is a personal interest? 
 

You have a personal interest in a matter if that 
matter affects the well-being or financial position of 
you, your relatives or people with whom you have a 
close personal association more than it would 
affect the majority of other people in the ward(s) to 
which the matter relates. 
A personal interest can affect you, your relatives or 
people with whom you have a close personal 
association positively or negatively. If you or they 
would stand to lose by the decision, you should 
also declare it. 
You also have a personal interest in a matter if it 
relates to any interests, which you must register. 
 
What do I need to do if I have a personal 
interest? 
 

You must declare it when you get to the item on the 
agenda headed “Declarations of Interest” or as 
soon as it becomes apparent to you. You may still 
speak and vote unless it is a prejudicial interest. 
If a matter affects a body to which you have been 
appointed by the authority, or a body exercising 
functions of a public nature, you only need declare 
the interest if you are going to speak on the matter. 
 

What is a prejudicial interest? 
 

You have a prejudicial interest in a matter if; 
a)  a member of the public, who knows the 

relevant facts, would reasonably think your 
personal interest is so significant that it is 
likely to prejudice your judgment of the public 
interest; and 

b)  the matter affects your financial interests or 
relates to a licensing or regulatory matter; 
and 

c)  the interest does not fall within one of the 
exempt categories at paragraph 10(2)(c) of 
the Code of Conduct. 

 
What do I need to do if I have a prejudicial 
interest? 
 

If you have a prejudicial interest you must withdraw 
from the meeting. However, under paragraph 12(2) 
of the Code of Conduct, if members of the public 
are allowed to make representations, give evidence 
or answer questions about that matter, you may 
also make representations as if you were a 
member of the public. However, you must withdraw 
from the meeting once you have made your 
representations and before any debate starts. 

GUIDANCE ON DECLARING PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AT MEETINGS 
 

Agenda for the Meeting of the Standing Advisory 
Council for Religious Education (SACRE) 
Membership  
  
Chairman Councillor J Stone 
Vice-Chairman   
  

Councillor CNH Attwood Local Authority 
Mrs. C. Ault Bahai faith 
Mrs L Barker Secondary School Teachers 
Revd. P. Barlow Church of England 
Mr. P. Bowen Church of England 
Mrs S Bryant Church of England 
Councillor EMK Chave Local Authority 
Venerable Tsuiltrim Tenzin 
Choesang 

Buddhist 

Mrs A. Daniel Primary School Teachers 
Miss Emilie James Special School Teachers 
Mrs Gurmit Jutle Sikh Faith 
Rev DT Meachem Churches Together in Herefordshire 
Sr. D. O'Donnell Roman Catholic Church 
Ms C Wolfe Jewish Faith 

 
Mrs S Catlow-Hawkins Co-opted member 
Ms. K. Mayglothling Co-Opted Member 
Miss Allyson Taylor Co-opted Member 

 
 

Non Voting 
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AGENDA 
 Pages 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE     
   
 To receive apologies for absence. 

 
 

   
2. NAMED SUBSTITUTES (IF ANY)     
   
 To receive details any details of Members nominated to attend the meeting 

in place of a Member of the Committee. 
 

 

   
3. MINUTES   1 - 6  
   
 To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2011. 

 
 

   
4. RESPONSE TO WRITTEN PUBLIC QUESTIONS (IF ANY)     
   
 To answer any pre-received written questions from members of the public. 

 
 

   
5. MEMBERSHIP OF SACRE - UPDATE   7 - 8  
   
 a) To note the resignation of Mr Zack Pandor, Muslim faith Member, from 

Group A.  

b)  To consider a request from the British Humanist Association to become 
a member of Herefordshire SACRE. 

 

   
6. RELIGIOUS STUDIES EXAMINATION RESULTS FOR 2011   9 - 12  
   
 To consider the Religious studies examination results for 2011. 

 
 

   
7. 2012 SACRE ANNUAL CONFERENCE     
   
 To consider arrangements for the 2012 SACRE Annual Conference. 

 
 

   
8. 'LOOKING FOR MEANING' PROJECT (WESTHIL/NASACRE AWARD) - 

UPDATE   
13 - 18  

   
 To receive an update on the ‘Looking for Meaning’ project supported by 

Westhill/NASACRE Award funding. 
 

 

   
9. UPDATE ON ANY NEW GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES IN RE     
   
 To report any further changes to the government’s education strategy that 

may affect the teaching of religious education in Herefordshire Schools. 
 

 

   
10. SACRE ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2010/11   19 - 20  
   
 To comment on the draft SACRE Annual Report for the academic year 

September 2010 to July 2011. 
(NOTE: copies of the draft report have been issued to members with the 
agenda and are available on request) 
 
 

 

   



 

 

11. BBC COMMISSIONED COMRES SURVEY INTO COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
IN SCHOOLS   

21 - 22  

   
 To bring to SACREs attention a BBC commissioned ComRes survey into 

Collective Worship in schools reported on Websites in September 2011. 
 

 

   
12. MINDFULNESS IN SCHOOLS PROJECT     
   
 The Venerable Tsuiltrim Tenzin Choesang to report on developments in the 

Mindfulness in Schools Project. 
 

 

   
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.     
   
 To note that the next meeting will be held at 2.00pm on 19 March 2012 at 

Brockington. Further dates will ne notified in due course. 
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Further information on the subject of this report is available from Paul James,  
Democratic Services Officer on 01432 260460 

$Xlft4jqj.doc 

MEMBERSHIP OF SACRE - UPDATE 

Report By: Democratic Services Officer 
 

Purpose 

A) To note the resignation of Mr Zack Pandor, Muslim faith Member, from Group A. 

B) To consider a request from the British Humanist Association to become a member of 
Herefordshire SACRE. 

Report 

Muslim Faith Member 

1. In September Mr Zack Pandor resigned from SACRE as he had taken up a new post 
in Gloucestershire.    His e-mail message said ‘I wish SACRE all the very best for the 
future, it’s achieved an enormous amount of good across the county and I am 
pleased and privileged to have been part of that.’    On behalf of SACRE I have 
thanked him for his valuable input to the work of SACRE, his knowledgeable 
contributions to Religious Education in the County through his involvement in the 
Agreed Syllabus Conference and his involvement in the Multi-Faith Group.  

2. A vacancy now exists on Group A for a Muslim faith Member.  SACRE may wish to 
consider whether to request the Local Authority to seek a suitably accredited 
replacement. 

British Humanist Association 

3. The below is an extract from an e-mail received 14 September 2011, from Richy 
Thompson, Campaigns Officer (Faith Schools and Education), British Humanist 
Association (BHA). 

The 2001 Census, when asking "What is your religion?", recorded that 
12.55% of the population of Herefordshire answered "no religion", but 2009 
British Social Attitudes Survey, when asking "Do you have a religion?", 
recorded that 51% of the country as a whole answered "None". So the 
numbers are substantial. Humanists and the BHA aim to represent all non-
religious people, in addition to those who specifically identify as humanists. 

The BHA has several hundred members and supporters in Herefordshire, and 
should Herefordshire SACRE be willing to accept a humanist, we will get in 
touch with some of them to find someone suitable. 

4. SACRE last formally considered a suggestion for Humanist representation on 
SACRE on 2 December 2003 when it was decided that the Lead Officer, the then 
Head of IASPS, should invite an accredited representative from the Marches 
Humanist Group to be considered for co-option.  At that time no accredited 
representative came forward. 
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Further information on the subject of this report is available from Paul James,  
Democratic Services Officer on 01432 260460 

$Xlft4jqj.doc 

5. The latest advice has been sought from NASACRE on the suggested appointment of 
a Humanist Member.  They have responded that the new guidance1, which they say 
is “in limbo as far as the new government administration is concerned”, does not 
reiterate the explicit prohibition of Circular 1/94.  However, the law itself has not 
fundamentally changed.   Proper clarification of this issue would need to be tested in 
law.   

6. Appreciating that in the interests of being inclusive a number of SACREs have 
appointed a Humanist Member to Group A – however the legal basis for their 
appointment has not been established. Until such time as the position in law has 
been clarified Herefordshire SACRE should carefully consider the position before 
making any recommendation concerning appointing a Humanist to Group A. 

7. An alternative to appointing a full voting Member could be to co-opt a non-voting 
member.  The new guidance states on page 13 that “such co-opted members may 
provide educational expertise, young peoples’ views or religious and non-religious 
views that reflect a diverse multi-cultural society.”  If SACRE are minded to include 
the views of a Humanist representative then they could recommend that the Local 
Authority seek to co-opt an accredited Humanist representative.   This would be a 
non-voting position on SACRE. They would not be permitted to be part of any future 
Agreed Syllabus Conference. 

8. It is for the Local Authority to make any appoint to SACRE and therefore the Local 
Authority are seeking the views of SACRE before any further contact is made. 

RECOMMENDATION 
THAT 

a) SACRE consider whether to request the Local Authority to seek a 
replacement Muslim Member; and  

b) the request by the British Humanist Association to have a Member 
on SACRE be considered. 

c) Subject to the outcome of b) above the Clerk be authorised to amend 
the constitution appropriately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
• None. 

                                                

1 Religious education in English schools: Non-statutory guidance 2010. “Group A: Christian 
denominations and such other religions and religious denominations as, in the authority’s opinion, will 
appropriately reflect the principal religious traditions in the area”. 
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Religious STUDIES Examination results for 2011 
 

 
Summary 
 
 

Results 
   

• Full course GCSE results in Herefordshire remain above the national average but have 
dropped in terms of students achieving A*-C across the county by 4% from 2010. 

• Short Course results at GCSE A*-C are just below the national average and also 4% lower 
than in 2010. 

• Within the cohort of students taking Religious Studies at KS5 a 100% pass rate has been 
maintained at both A and AS level. 
 
 
Entry  
 

• There has been an overall increase in the numbers of students entered for full course 
GCSE RE from 2010. Two schools made no entries for full course in 2011. 

• There was a fall in the number of students entered for GCSE short course in 2011 
compared to 2010. One school made no entries. 

• Total entries for any kind of GCSE in RE in 2011 represents 55% of the total cohort, a 
decrease from the proportion in 2010 which was 65% of the cohort. Some schools had a 
different entry pattern from 2010.  

• In 2011 two post 16 providers entered students for A level and/or AS level. The numbers 
taking AS level increased from 2010. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 People’s Directorate 
Blackfriars 

PO Box 185 
Blackfriars Street 
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Detail of the breakdown of results at KS4 and KS5 
 

Results for the 2011 GCSE and GCE A Level examinations for Religious Studies (subject to final 
validation) are summarised in Appendix A together with comparative data from 2010. 

 
Key Stage 4 GCSE  Religious Studies 

 
1. In the 2011 full GCSE examination students gained 79.7% A* - C passes (Boys = 73.5%, Girls 

= 85.1%) which was above the national average of 71.7% and below the 2010 results of 83.8% 
(Boys = 75.7%, Girls = 89.5%). 

2. In the 2011 short course GCSE examination students gained 43.3% A* - C passes (Boys = 
36.2%, Girls = 51.0%) which is below the national average of 50.4% and below the 2010 
results of 47.8% (Boys = 38.5%, Girls = 58.3%). 

3. 552 students (257 Boys, 295 Girls), 28.2% of all students at the end of KS4 in Herefordshire 
maintained schools in 2011, entered for the full GCSE, an increase from the 550 students, 
28.1% of all students (226 Boys, 324 Girls) in 2010. Four schools increased the number of 
candidates entered. Five schools decreased the number of candidates entered. Two schools  
made no entries. 

4. 515 students (268 Boys, 247 Girls), 26.3% of the county’s end of KS4 cohort, took the Short 
Course.This was a decrease on 2010 when 655 students (348 Boys, 307 Girls) 33.5% took it. 
Three schools decreased the number of entries for the short course and increased entries for 
the full course. Two schools increased their entries in the short course. 

5. Total entries of 1067 (525 Boys, 542 Girls) represented 55% of the cohort, a decrease from the 
proportion in 2010 which was 1270 (618 Boys, 652 Girls) representing 65% of the cohort. 
Some schools had a different pattern of entry from 2010.. 

Key Stage 4 Entry level accreditation 

6. In 2011 two schools entered candidates for an entry level qualification. 101 students (60 Boys, 
41 Girls) took Entry Level Qualifications in 2011. In 2010 65 (44 Boys, 21 Girls) students sat an 
entry level examination. The rise in number is due to one school entering 33 candidates for the 
first time. 

GCE A and AS Level Religious Studies    

7. In 2011 two post 16 providers entered students for A level and/or AS level. 102 students (36 
Boys, 66 Girls) took A level in 2011, which is 19 more than in 2010 when there were 84 ( 31 
Boys, 53 Girls))  

8. The numbers taking AS level increased from 27 (14 Boys, 13 Girls) in 2010 to 29 (12 Boys, 17 
Girls) in 2011. 

 (see appendix A for details of results) 

Learning and Achievement Service – Wendy Boulter (Senior Secondary Advisor) 
 

Data supplied by: Quality and Improvement Team. Paul Cooper and Ian Sockett 
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Appendix A 
 

GCSE 2011 Results for Religious Studies   
GCSE 2010 Results for Religious Studies 

   
 Religious Studies      Religious Studies    
 Full Course   Full Course 

 Entered 
Number 
A* to C 

% A* 
to C 

Number 
A* to G 

% A* 
to G   Entered 

Number 
A* to C 

% A* 
to C 

Number 
A* to G 

% A* 
to G 

Boys & 
Girls 552 440 79.7% 548 99.3%  

Boys & 
Girls 550 461 83.8% 544 98.9% 

Boys 257 189 73.5% 253 98.4%  Boys 226 171 75.7% 221 97.8% 
Girls 295 251 85.1% 295 100.0%  Girls 324 290 89.5% 323 99.7% 

             
 Religious Studies      Religious Studies    
 Short Course   Short Course 

 Entered 
Number 
A* to C 

% A* 
to C 

Number 
A* to G 

% A* 
to G   Entered 

Number 
A* to C 

% A* 
to C 

Number 
A* to G 

% A* 
to G 

Boys & 
Girls 515 223 43.3% 494 95.9%  

Boys & 
Girls 655 313 47.8% 631 96.3% 

Boys 268 97 36.2% 251 93.7%  Boys 348 134 38.5% 330 94.8% 
Girls 247 126 51.0% 243 98.4%  Girls 307 179 58.3% 301 98.0% 

             
 Religious Studies      Religious Studies    
  ELQ Band C    ELQ Band C 

 Entered 

No. 
Grds 1-

3 

% 
Grade 

1 
% 

Grade 2 

% 
Grade 

3   Entered 

No. 
Grds 1-

3 

% 
Grade 

1 
% 

Grade 2 

% 
Grade 

3 
Boys & 
Girls 101 101 5.1% 53.5% 42.9%  

Boys & 
Girls 65 63 13.8% 35.4% 47.7% 

Boys 60 60 8.6% 60.0% 32.8%  Boys 44 42 11.4% 50.0% 34.1% 
Girls 41 41   43.9% 57.5%  Girls 21 21 19.0% 4.8% 76.2% 

             
 GCE A' Level 2011      GCE A' Level 2010    
 Religious Studies      Religious Studies    
 A Level   A Level 

 Entered 
Number 
A* to C 

% A* 
to C 

No. A* 
to E 

% A* 
to E   Entered 

Number 
A* to C 

% A* 
to C 

No. A* 
to E 

% A* 
to E 

Boys & 
Girls 73 65 89.0% 72 98.6%  

Boys & 
Girls 18 9 50.0% 12 66.7% 

Boys 24 22 91.7% 24 100.0%  Boys 3 1 33.3% 3 100.0% 
Girls 49 43 87.8% 48 98.0%  Girls 15 8 53.3% 9 60.0% 

             
 AS Level   AS Level 

 Entered 
Number 
A* to C 

% A* 
to C 

No. A* 
to E 

% A* 
to E   Entered 

Number 
A* to C 

% A* 
to C 

No. A* 
to E 

% A* 
to E 

Boys & 
Girls 29 15 51.7% 25 86.2%  

Boys & 
Girls 9 5 55.6% 9 100.0% 

Boys 12 7 58.3% 12 100.0%  Boys 5 2 40.0% 5 100.0% 
Girls 17 8 47.1% 13 76.5%  Girls 4 3 75.0% 4 100.0% 
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Results from Hereford Sixthform 
College: 

 
Results from Hereford Sixthform College: 

A2 Level       A2 Level      
Subject Entries % A-B % A-C    Subject Entries % A-B % A-C   

Theology 56 71.4% 94.6%    Theology 66 71.0% 90.0%   
AS Level       AS Level      
Subject Entries % A-B % A-C    Subject Entries % A-B % A-C   

Theology 26 38.5% 53.8%    Theology 18 47.0% 69.0%   
 

 
 

 

 

Unvalidated 

Unvalidated 
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Further information on the subject of this report is available from Paul James,  
Democratic Services Officer on 01432 260460 

$dmk2e3fx.doc 

DRAFT HEREFORDSHIRE SACRE ANNUAL REPORT – 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2010/2011 

Report By: Democratic Services Officer 
 

Purpose 

1. To comment on the draft SACRE Annual Report for the academic year September 
2010 to July 2011. 

Report 

2. Members will recall that SACREs are required to produce an annual report for 
submission to QCDA (formerly QCA).  The Government decided to close QCDA as 
part of its wider reform of education (currently part of the Education Bill).  Follwing the 
demise of QCDA the Clerk has againe enquired of the Department for Education 
about the requirement for an annual report and who is it to be supplied to.  A 
response is still awaited. 

3. The National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) has requested that they be 
provided with copies of reports. 

4. Therefore to comply with the current understanding of the requirements a draft 
annual report indicating the work of Herefordshire SACRE during the academic year 
September 2010 to July 2011 has been produced.  Copies of the draft have been 
issued to members of SACRE with the agenda and are available to the public on 
request from the below contact. 

5. In the absence of further guidance the standard report template has been used for 
this years report. 

6. SACRE will have received at this meeting a report on the results of Religious 
Education examinations in the County and these details, together with any 
appropriate comments made by SACRE, will also be included in the final document. 

7. Information from the agendas and minutes of your meetings have been used by 
officers to complete the report in accordance with the report template.  SACREs input 
is requested in relation to the last section headed ‘Summary’ on which SACRE may 
wish to offer its thoughts. 

8. Final proof reading will be undertaken prior to finalising the report.  

RECOMMENDATION 
THAT a) SACRE offer its thoughts on the completion of the section headed 

‘Summary”; and 

b) subject to any comments by SACRE and final proof reading the 
SACRE Annual Report 2010/11 be approved and a copy be forwarded 
to NASACRE. 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
• None identified. 
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Further information on the subject of this report is available from Paul James,  
Democratic Services Officer on 01432 260460 

$4o4bdg3r.doc 

BBC COMMISSIONED COMRES SURVEY INTO 
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP IN SCHOOLS 

Report By: Democratic Services Officer 
 

Purpose 

1. To bring to SACREs attention a BBC commissioned ComRes survey into Collective 
Worship in schools reported on websites in September 2011. 

Report 

2. The National Association of SACRE occasionally provide through their website links 
to articles or publications of possible interest to SACREs. Their website1 currently 
contains a link to an article published in The Guardian on Sunday 11 September 
2011 ‘Its time to scrap the law to provide daily worship in schools’2.  The article was 
written by Andrew Copson who is the Chief Executive of the British Humanist 
Association. 

3. Prior to Mr Copson’s article a report appeared on the BBC website on 6 Spetember 
20113 into the result of the ComRes survey for BBC local radio’s Faiths programmes.   

4. The result of the survey is also reported on the ComRes website4 and the main 
details have been extracted from the site and set out below: 

‘Almost two thirds of parents (64% in England) say that their children don’t attend a 
daily act of collective worship at their schools,’ 

‘The survey also reveals that 60% of the general public are not in favour of enforcing 
the law which prescribes a daily act of worship in schools.’ 

‘Those without children in the household (39%) feel more strongly than those with 
children (30%) that the requirement should be enforced.’ 

‘Older members of the public are more likely to agree that this should be enforced 
than younger people. A majority (51%) of those aged 65 and older believe it should 
be enforced, compared to less than three in ten (29%) of 18-24 year olds.’ 

ComRes interviewed 1743 adults in England by telephone, between 15th and 24th 
July 2011.  Data were weighted to be demographically representative of all adults in 
England.  

Out of this sample, 500 respondents are parents of children of school age.  

5. Various opinions arising from the survey are voiced via the website articles and 
ComRes reported that the BBC anticipated that a special series looking more deeply 
into the issues arising from this research would bebroadcast from Sunday 11 
September on religious affairs programmes across BBC Local Radio. 

6. As little seems to be reported about Collective Worship in schools the above is 
brought to SACREs attention for information only.  SACRE Members may wish to 
read the websites in full so I have provided the website addresses below.   
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Further information on the subject of this report is available from Paul James,  
Democratic Services Officer on 01432 260460 

$4o4bdg3r.doc 

RECOMMENDATION 
THAT the report be noted. 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Further Information can be found on the following Web addresses: 

1. NASACRE –   www.nasacre.org.uk/        

2. Article in The Guardian – http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/2011/sep/11/daily-
worship-schools-law        

3. The BBC – http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-14794472  

4. ComRes - http://www.comres.co.uk/poll/523/bbc-collective-worship-poll.htm#  
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